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EEE, 0'matiy and (o urgent arethe neceſſities of us poor 
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p| diſtreſſed dam!ic!s, comprehended under the ſe- 
y g verall names ot Aaids and Yirginr, throughout 
& this Kingdone, that we ſhou'd be held guilty of 
that capitall crime againſt-the Prerogative of our 
Sex,Suence,ſhould we not with open mouths and 
free endeavours of all the beſt parts about us, turne our owne ſo- 
licitors, andſet forth in its lively colours in this our pittifull com- 
plaint, our encreaſing miſcries.« Firſt, then, we are tonotific an 
remoriſtrate td all the world;that we are more dabmitied by thet- 
wars then any, but thoſe who have true feeling of our caſes, cax: 
imagine 3 we have not only loft in-them our friends and brother: , 
but alſo are deprived. of the benefit which creation made us for, 
to be a helper to man in his neceflitirs, which it is impoſlible fo 
us to doe, except we betroth our ſelves to frolty-bearded /ſurers, 
that areas cold in their conſtitutions and performance, as they 
are in. their charities ; and what' good ſuch bungling futnblers, 
that cannot ftand;3glgne without theihelpe of crutches, can doe-us 
poore diltreſſed Maidens, let any. indjffereng man that hath all hi; 
tive ſenſes be judge. What'comfort, or conſolation can we havy 
from bodies of that age , that are no way acquainted with -z 
t-nder Virgins qualme and longings. No, pp, theſe.cruell aps: 
þwody wars could not be<viniuRad ie Bn 3s Md uſclefl» 
mcnbers; old men, farthten we woulkd-have ſpared them wity 
all 0L- hearts, ourfathers- and uncles, and beene glad To to hav 
been 119 ofthem z bur thels wats (far more ravenous and grendy | 
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rhen wee Maid: are after Mans fleſh) could fatisfie its inſatiate 


- Jongings with no fleſh, but that pure delicious fleſh of all fleſh, 


the young and laſty mens fleſh, one little morſell of which well 
handled, is better, and of: more value then all the wars of Chri- 
ſtendome, which onely aime at the deſtrruftion of mankinde ; and 
therefore in juſtice ſhould dettroy none, but fach men, old men, 
which are meerly beds full of bones, and good for nothing but 
to converſe with duſt, earth, and aſhes, and not have meddled with 
the young men, able to have done more good in the Common» 
wealth then five hundred of the others, as all wee Maid: will take 
our corporal] eaths on the ſpiritnall booke of oar Virginities. And 
yet thele men, young men ( woe worth the time1 ) muſt be enticed 
and commanded, nay, ſometimes prelt to the warres, when wee 
defired rather they ſhould have been preffing our neceffities ; and 
there they are killed and beaten downe by multitudes, who were 
able to.beget multitudes, might we, Maids, Virgins, and Damſells, 
of all ſorts and.{izes, from thirteene to thirty (Sr above that age 


* they are called CHazrons) have but had our wills : but it hath plea» 


ſed heaven for our offences, to raviſh from us our beſt of com- 
forts, by depriving us of their much loved ſocieties. Hence (which 
is thy principall cauſe of this our-com _ wee the Maids, 
and Ysrgins 1n the City, are enforced; face the handſome abla 
young men are departed, to cure the heat of our appetites with 


' the cooling vertue of Oat-meale and clay-wall, the violence of our 


concupiſcence driving us elſe into that yore 140 the ſweets 
of Marder-heads, the n—_ (N n_—_ ced upon us more 
rayenouſly then a Vulture, detiowring rati ho yore 
Ccious Gs of our complexions changed heredy ro. a bad and 
il-favoured hew, ſuch as is able to affright luſt it ſelfe from at- 
tempting us. Hence alſo ariſey, that we are afflited with hide- 
ous and deathfull longings, as are oftentimes prejudiciall to 
our Wits, Which i depend rather-on the ſatisfa&ion of our 
wills and bodies then of our ſoules. Hence 1t comes to pafle, that 
wee the Damſel: ef the City, oftentimes for the fatisfa&tion of 
our neceſſities, and to appeals the CE Romacks be- 
neath- the waſte, fince the departure of the luſty young Gentle- 
men, Courtiers, and Cayaliers, yr maſſe of our ab vow 

2 tices, 
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walk to /ſingron and Pimlico, to cat Cakes, and drinke Chriſtian 
Ale on Holy-dayes,are inforced to allure with ſheeps eyes,winks, 
and other; provocations, the younger Gentlemen of our fathers 
ſhops,to eaſe us of that imſupporta 

by the long abſcence of the other inthe wars, which are likely to 
continue, we ſhould die maids, and fo lead Apes-in Hell, which 
certainly would be great pity, that ſo. many handſome maidens 
ſhould faffer under {ach pernicious puniſhments, which our in- 
nocence and gentlenefle hath no way deſerved, wee having al- 
wayes beene helifrom the wealthy round Citizens daughter in 
the geld chaine, to the water-bearers Virgins of moſt cafie -and 
comming natures, as all thoſe young men can. beare us witneſle, 
who have ha4 occafion to make any uſe of the goodneſſe of our 
diſpoſitions, which never turned ſaitor away, kad hee but a noſe 
on his face ; for a man we .alwayes held tobe a:man, though hee 
had but an noſe on his head ; and. therefore- it came fo often to 
paſſe, that in meer charity, wee of the wealthy bave ingendered 
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warres have preſt them downe to, the earch, never to riſe againe, 


inthele very warres too taken from. us, what .helpe' then can wee 
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tices and handſome journey men, with whom wee had uſed to | 


their yatds : But woe and alas! thoſe nimble fellows, although” 
they ay Taylors are; no men, arg. by thete yillanous warres taken : 
com us ;. the warres have chpt. divers -of their threds, the | 


burden of our virginities;leſt » 


with ſpruce Taylors, becauſe wee knew they know how to uſe : 


and we are left diſconſolate'of all ſuccour, or reliefe toour-u 
ad bodily aftiictions.;,;our very, Shoge-makers that had aſe to | 
take the length of our fopt, and fit, ys With eheir awne laſt, being. 


poore afticted creatures hope for, or cntertaine, but that wee : 
mult cirher keepe our.maidenheads ji. they be multie, .and ſo nor : 
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ſes, through the good deſires of our. hearts, to fulfill the comman= 
dement glven to our firſt parents, increaſe & mulriph;itis we only: 
that are the patient bearers of the burthen of the fieſh, not fearing. 
what man gan doeuntous, we that are like goodly tields, which 
if they were tilled and fruQified with the ploughſhare of procre-. 
ation, woulg bring forth fruit in abundance, but being unbroken: 
ap, grow {traight-way barren and-uſeletſe, good for nought at all, 
but to bring forth-thiltles and weeds, which pollute and defile : 
their naturall frutfulneſſle. Wee, although women, are held the - 
weaker veſlells,. having ſtrength enough to venture on the talleſt 
manthat ever was borne by a woman,nay,and in our tender yeers | 
being as it were tiny girles.to ſpeak of, for the good of the Come : 
mon-welth (of whuch we hope we are members) and the propa=: 
cation of people, which, fince theſe young mens departuresto / 
thele wars, we have had novpportunity to doe as wee would be : 
done by,neither in City,Towne, nor Countrey, the young men of : 
chine and pith, with. whom wee the Maids and Virgins of the-/ 
Countrey uſed, to, falace our. ſelves, and recreate our bodies-on. : 
Shrove-Tueſday and Holidayes at night,in Barnes with the Fids: : 
ler, and in Summer-ſeaſon under and upon Hapcocks, being novy.-: 
in other, and, perhaps, hotter ſervice mn the wars ; 1o that a ſad+ 
den deſolation:is like to follow : and fGnce wee cannot have our 
woented conjundtion in a'faire way, who are the/breeders of the 7 
Kingdome, there muſt needs/bea great want of man-kind in -all : 
this Realme, they till decrea(mng}as being ſlaine,and dying mani< - 
fold ather deaths, and few or none ſpringing upto ſupply-their: : 
roomes-:- And furely this is a lamentable matter; when —_— 
beſo ſcarce, that-women mult be contined to their husbatids, and. ' 
glad they can get them too; and when before one-wonlan,(oy re--- 
part) would: have ferved en A nr Ks taine'to - 
{erye twenty Women,. and yerallthepean doinatfufffrext ro conm - 
tentus mayds; who: have betbrobeene biefled'/with fuck Rore-ayd | 
choyce of  tuitors and ſervants,” Belides,' to-ſhed humane blood 
is 2gain(t all divine.and bumane lawes ; and\batbarous-it is:for | 
men,eſpecially youpg handiome men} to ruoat bne another with 
their naked wegpoos; nay; ivis vurptmiandlthatweVirgis: 
ſhould not have liberty to imploy our talents to. the beſt uſc, 
| A 3 which 


(6) 
which we can never have as long as this dearth of young menis 
occaſioned by theſe fatall and unluckie civill wars, which, had 
they happened whenour fathers, were Batchellors, and our mo- 
thers Maids (as we are now) we had never.come into this world 
to indure this afflition, to have our naturall and ”= delights and 
recreations in the heighth of our youths taken from us; tor ei- 
ther wee mult vitiate our chaſtity, and detile our honeſties with 
fornications, or periſh, which is farce more intollerable in” the 
Rate of our viginities : it 15 enough that theſe warres call away 
our brothers and kindred from us, they [hould not be ſo ravenous 
asto take away from us young Maids our Sweet-hearts, as if all 
mankind were ordained to atisfic the pleaſure of futlers wives 
in the Camp, or to get children on the daughters and Damlells of 
the townes where they are billeted in garriſon. Barrenneſte is 
one of heavens greatelt curſes, and why ſhould it be inflied on 
us in deſpight ot our hearts, to the utter ruine of our bodies and 
foules, more of the faithtull Virgins of our Nation haviog talne to 
wickedneſle ſince the beginning and lamentable continuance of: 
the wars, then in many yceeres before, which we,who are ſtill in- 
forced to remaine Virgins withgreat griete of heart remonſtrate, 
and. yet can find no men to pity our cales, or pat their helping 
hand to relieve our neceſſities. , | 

-Inconclaſfion, for want of prompts inlawfull matrimonjall 
wayes.the land will be robbed of inhabitants,the State of ſervants 
to execute its offices, Trading,both with men and women, wives 
as well as maids agd virgins, be brought to utter decay; fo that 
there willno children be borne —_ the earth, ſince there -. 
will be no young men left to repleniſh-us with the ſpirit of fruit- 
fulnefſe: ſo by this way the Kingdome will wane people, and be 
ſubjec to allinvaſions of its enemies. - 

Intender confiderationof all which hideous and affliivegrie- 
vayces with teares in-our eyes, and ſighs from our hearts, we the 
Virgins, Maids and Damlclls, as well in and about the City: of 
Londen, and the ſuburbs thereok, . as throughout the whole King- 
dome of England, from fifteen to fitty, molt humbly proffer this 
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under the forfeiqure tf the(Racogrizance ofoutivirginitiey, if we 
may have an ample and ſudden redreiſe of theſe our oppreiſions, 
and that by the ceſſation of theſe wars and tumultupus broyles, 
wee may againe enjoy the comfortable prefenct arid: ſocietie of 
— ſo lamented young metl wo vry ge never more to ' 

roſtitute our, youths td that adu crows us furie, the Green: * 
4 yer motetoent day-wall, tet, abid iy yobrfbgegoy As 
haunce the price of oat meale,by qur raveningit upto appeaſe the 
hunger of our concupiſcence ; never will we be cruclico any ſui- 
tor that is of qualitie, or delay tim with faint and fiious denials 
to extort Jewels cur of hin) for > kilſe; a\/'t6 niake "Him ſpend 
his patrimony 1 Ryibbo , Qloves, and other gifts ; ciever. will 
we run away with our f: ſerving-men, nor have our maid 
heads worneout like threaibbare grout | befoce wee are givente - 
the lawfull bed by marriage : Finally, wee will not difſemble our 
intents,but be free & open inall. In regardofall which promiſed 
reformations, and upon our faithfilll and ſerious vowes, that wee - 
will be good Girles and pleaſe ont'Bathers,' and'rig wapinjureot 
cornute our husbands,, when we (ball lave the happiogfe to have 
them; we do lope a gricious and 1 care willbe afforded 
to this our virgin complaint, and thatVz ridden on will be 


impoſed on theſe fatall and civill ward and-peare reſtored tous, 


together with our ug -bearts; And wee be 


Vitgins- | 
derfourceen 26 thin of ivrdoa ole 'Þ 
other more makuge Maids, apd fappofod Virging\oache we 
of two hundred thouſand in the who  Kingdome, (hall in-all -- 
dutic and modeſtic eveEpray; &c,* > +2 EP | W 
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